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vivid descriptions of the horrors of slave auctions and many other unforgettable and sometimes
unrepeatable details of slave life accompanied by 32 starkly compelling photographs

in the late 1930s the federal writers project of the works progress administration embarked upon
a project to interview 100 former american slaves the result of that unique undertaking is this
collection of authentic firsthand accounts documenting the lives of men and women once held in
bondage in the antebellum south in candid often blunt narratives elderly former slaves recall
what it was like to wake before sunrise and work until dark enduring whippings branding and
separations from one s spouse and children suffer the horrors of slave auctions and countless
other indignities and finally to witness the arrival of northern troops and experience the first
days of ambiguous freedom included here are vivid descriptions of good masters and bad ones and
treatment  that  ran  the  gamut  from  indulgent  and  benevolent  supervision  to  the  harshest
exploitation and cruelty these and many other unforgettable sometimes unspeakable aspects of
slave life are recalled in simple often poignant language that brings home with dramatic impact
the true nature of slavery accompanied by 32 starkly compelling photographs the text includes a
new preface and additional essay by norman r yetman a specialist in american studies a valuable
resource for students and scholars of african american history this thoroughly engrossing book
will be of great interest as well to general readers read less

given the rise of new interdisciplinary and methodological approaches to african american and
black atlantic studies the oxford handbook of the african american slave narrative will offer a
fresh wide ranging assessment of this major american literary genre the volume will begin with
articles that consider the fundamental concerns of gender sexuality community and the christian
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ethos of suffering and redemption that are central to any understanding of slave narratives the
chapters that follow will interrogate the various agendas behind the production of both pre and
post emancipation narratives and take up the various interpretive problems they pose strategic
omissions and veiled gestures were often necessary in these life accounts as they revealed
disturbing too painful truths far beyond what white audiences were prepared to hear while
touching upon the familiar canonical autobiographies of frederick douglass and harriet jacobs
the handbook will pay more attention to the under studied narratives of josiah henson sojourner
truth william grimes henry box brown and other often overlooked accounts in addition to the
literary autobiographies of bondage the volume will anatomize the powerful wpa recordings of
interviews with former slaves during the late 1930s with essays on the genre s imaginative
afterlife its final essays will chart the emergence and development of neoslave narratives most
notably in styron s the confessions of nat turner toni morrisons s beloved and octavia butler s
provocative science fiction novel kindred in short the handbook will provide a long overdue
assessment of the state of the genre and the vital scholarship that continues to grow around it
work that is offering some of the most provocative analysis emerging out of the literary studies
discipline as a whole

grim commentaries by ships doctors and captains about slave factories living conditions aboard
ships mutinies and their suppression and more 54 period illustrations unabridged reprint of the
classic 1927 edition

the legacy of the slave family haunts the status of black americans in modern u s society
stereotypes that first entered the popular imagination in the form of plantation lore have
continued to distort the african american social identity in what sorrows labour in my parents
breast brenda stevenson provides a long overdue concise history to help the reader understand
this vitally important african american institution as it evolved and survived under the extreme
opposition that the institution of slavery imposed the themes of this work center on the
multifaceted reality of loss recovery resilience and resistance embedded in the desire of
african african descended people to experience family life despite their enslavement these
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themes look back to the critical loss that africans both those taken and those who remained
endured as the enslaved poet phillis wheatley honors in the line what sorrows labour in my
parents breast and look forward to the generations of slaves born through the civil war era who
struggled to realize their humanity in the recreation of family ties that tied them through
blood and emotion to a reality beyond their legal bondage to masters and mistresses stevenson
pays particular attention to the ways in which gender generation location slave labor the
economic status of slaveholders and slave societies laws affected the black family in slavery

firsthand accounts of escapes from slavery in the american south include narratives by frederick
douglass sojourner truth and harriet tubman as well as lesser known travelers of the underground
railroad

in unburdened by conscience anthony w neal forcefully argues that influential historians have
been unable to offer a complete account of ante bellum era american slavery because of their
preoccupation with humanizing the slaveholders he charges them with concealing the full horrors
of slavery in order to present the slaveholders in a more positive light by skillfully weaving
together candid first hand accounts of courageous ex slaves neal then permits us to see slavery
in the united states from their point of view former slaves talk openly about the break up of
their marital unions and families and about matters rarely examined in most american slavery
history books those issues include the slaveholders legally sanctioned acts of violence their
practice of slave breeding and their rape of black women through this work neal gives a voice to
black people who endured american slavery and they present a sobering record of it that is not
found in most books on the topic book jacket

god s amazing grace reconciling four centuries of african american marriages and families is an
insightful study that will be welcomed by thoughtful practitioners and all who ponder the
african american family s complexity readers familiar with the deep rich reservoir of african
american family literature will recognize many of the black scholars referenced in this work
readers unfamiliar with these sources will be grateful to discover them and the effective use of
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disparate literature this work will become a different kind of guide for studying american
history through the lens of the african american family underneath all the research is the
search for answers to the compelling questions is there a correlation between slave owners
denial to slaves god s design for the family and the familial chaos that has plagued african
american families for more than a hundred fifty years and if there is connection what is it the
author has brought something new to a familiar topic of discussion the bible the unique moral
compass that steered this study is solidly anchored in the bedrock of holy scripture in this
work the history and sociology of african american marriages are examined in light of the
questions asked by holy scripture in so doing dr turner skillfully attempts to help readers make
sense of the story of black families in america may this book mark the beginning to a new
reality for african american families dr willie peterson senior executive advisor adjunct
professor of pastoral ministries dallas theological seminary

slavery destroyed lives and fostered a strong racism which still haunts american history only
through the efforts of the antislavery advocates slave resisters and runaways did americans
finally end the practice in the united states and this did not occur until after slavery divided
the country leading to the american civil war book jacket

this study discusses representations of slavery in post civil rights fiction and film as
reflections of public policy and opinion concerning race in the united states used to discuss
the 20th century historiography of slavery and tying both popular culture and historical studies
to important political and cultural events and trends

this is the first book written to help african americans build a home library that celebrates
the diversity of their culture and heritage

includes primary source material

this book presents joseph holston s epic painting series color in freedom in the four sections



Voices From Slavery 100 Authentic Slave Narratives African American

6 Voices From Slavery 100 Authentic Slave Narratives African American

or movements the artist envisioned the color plates in which strong simplified figures are
endowed with rich expressive colors convey the slave s geographic and historical journey to
freedom
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